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RE Official Information Act request WCDHB 9117 
 
We refer to your email dated 13 April 2018 requesting the following information under the Official 
Information Act from West Coast DHB.  
 

 Does your DHB have any hospital buildings that require remediation (whether for weather-

tightness, asbestos, sewage or other related issues)? 

 If so can you please detail which buildings they are and what the issues are? 

 And if yes, when and how were the issues reported to the Minister of Health, if at all? 

 
Weather tightness 
West Coast DHB recently became aware of a water ingress/humidity issue affecting parts of 
Greymouth Hospital.  Mould was evident and samples from the following areas were sent for testing:   

 IT Software office: 

 Staff member’s office; and 

 Hardware office. 
 
We attach as Appendix 1 a Mould Remediation Plan from TechClean & Restoration received on 10 
May 2018. The black mould in the staff member’s office has since been removed in accordance with 
the remediation plan. Air samples are currently being analysed and the next steps will depend on the 
air sampling results.  
 
West Coast DHB has also recently had mould samples tested from parts of Haast Clinic, Haast. We 
attach as Appendix 2 the report from Chemsafety dated 15 May 2018. The report indicates there is no 
“black mould” present in the building, however the six samples from waiting rooms, store room and 
toilet returned positive results for other types of mould. While there is no immediate health risk from 
toxic black mould, the other moulds are allergenic and may cause a reaction in sensitive people.  
 
 



We are not otherwise aware of any issues in design or construction that that would render any DHB 
building a “leaky building”.  
 
West Coast DHB does, however, have a number of old buildings that have issues in the nature of 
maintenance. These issues can be exacerbated by climatic conditions on the West Coast that can lead 
to greater humidity within buildings. Water ingress and any resulting mould issues are addressed as 
part of a business as usual maintenance programme.  
 
Asbestos 
West Coast DHB is not aware of any asbestos or asbestos containing material within its facilities in a 
condition or state that poses an immediate health risk or requires remediation.   
 
Sewage 
West Coast DHB is not aware of any sewage issues within its facilities that pose any immediate health 
risk or requires remediation.  
 
We trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the West 
Coast DHB website. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Carolyn Gullery 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 
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Mould Remediation Plan  

For 

Greymouth Hospital 

 
 

 

This control plan is subject to review at such time as changes occur to any future legislation and /or 

industry standard. 

Next review date: 31/10/18 

Endorsed by:_______D Austen______________________________ 
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Mould remediation control plan for 

This document supersedes all previous issued management and removal plans for this workplace 

Site Address Greymouth Hospital 

Client Name Canterbury District Health Board 

Evgeny Zakharov – Programme Manager – Health and Safety 

021548356 

Site Contact Person Evgeny 

Site Contact  E-Mail Evgeny.zakharov@cdhb.health.nz 

Commissioned Dale Austen Tech Clean Staff Trained in Mould 

Remediation? 

Yes 

Authors Dale Austen Tech Clean staff receive training in 

PPE/RPE Use? 

Yes 

Revision Dale Austen Tech Clean staff received 

information regarding health risks 

with mould remediation and receive 

health monitoring? 

Yes 

Endorsed Dale Austen   
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Background  

Tape samples collected from Greymouth Hospital staff and send to Chemsafety for mould analysis: 
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Proposed Remediation Personnel 

Certified Supervisor (s) Dale Austen – IICRC Applied Microbial 169696 

Mould Remediation Crew Edwin Pope, Steve Broughton 

Specialist Operations Dale Austen 

Auditing / QA / Health and Safety Tom Jeffrey 

Overall Site Controller Tech Clean Ltd 

Spore Trap Sampling Analysis Air samples to be sent to Biodet Services for 

analysis 

 

 

Proposed Removal dates 

The contractor proposes to commence remediating the mould decontamination 9th / 10th May 2018 

 

Isolation of work area 

All work areas to be isolated by signage as per the Health and Safety in Employment Regulations 2015 

In addition to this barrier tape will be deployed to cordon off a work area. 

No non mould remediation personal will be allowed to cross the barrier. 

Upon entry to site any non-mould remediation personal will be appraised of the work being done and the 

isolation in place 
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Remediation Sequence 

Arrive on site, carry out toolbox and safety talk meetings. Set up barriers, signage, containment and 

decontamination chambers 

Removal works involves labour only. Remediation will be done by lining out work faces separating this from the 

rest of no contaminated areas. Linings will be done with 250micron polythene sheeting. A negative air unit will be 

set up in S09 IT office extracting air to the exterior using certified units. Once rooms/work areas isolated then 

remediation will happen as indicated below. No persons will be allowed access to this area without 

induction training and suitable PPE. 

 

 Plant and Equipment Proposed 

 Plant and Equipment 

 Electric leads tested and tagged current 
 Negative air units with certified HEPA filters. 
 HEPA vacuums 
 Cardboard Boxes 
 Polythene sheeting 
 Danger / hazard signage / labels for packaging 
 Decontamination chambers 
 Carpet and upholstery cleaning equipment 
 Anti microbial solution 
 Step ladders 
 Air compressors 
 Generators 
 Other products as required for dust suppression 

 
Personal Protective Equipment 

 P3 half or full face HEPA respiratory protective devices (RPD’s) 
 Disposable full body coveralls (3 suits per day per staff) 
 Construction Hard Hats 
 Steel capped work boots or gumboots 
 Hearing Protection 
 Eye Protection/googles 
 Disposable gloves  
 Disposable booties 
 Certified Ladders/scaffold 
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Emergency evacuation 

1. Emergency meeting point – front carpark 
2. When all clear proceed back to decontamination unit and decontaminate 

 

Method for Removal –  

1st Step – set up containment 

2nd Step – Removal of affected wall linings, flooring 

3rd Step – HEPA vacuum and clean all surfaces and cavities 

4th Step – Swirl up remaining spores by using pressured air 

5th Step – HEPA vacuum and clean all surfaces and cavities 

6th Step – Anti microbial wash down of all surfaces and cavities 

1 Site induction/safety meeting 
2 Set up barriers, containment, signage 
3. During the remediation process, all persons shall wear P3 HEPA filter RPD’s and disposable 

coveralls during mould remediation in accordance with procedures as documented below.   
4. A decontamination room will be set up adjacent work area using a disposable speed dock 

decontamination unit. This area will be set up to receive bagged and sealed from isolated 
rooms. This area will also be where the staff will remove overalls  

5. The work area will have a cover of approved 250micron plastic over floor and additional lower 
micron clear polythene plastic covering all walls and doors to prevent any airbourne mould 
spores from travelling.  

6. Mould remediation as per the steps above 
7. Removal of polythene, removal of all equipment, containments, rubbish sealed for disposal off 

site at a registered landfill. 
8. Vacuuming using a certified HEPA vacuum cleaners will be used and everything washed down 

with anti microbial solution. The negative air units will be utilised continuously throughout the 
remediation. The primary filters will be checked, cleaned or changed daily. 

    

Decontamination Procedures 

All personnel, plant and equipment utilised in the remediation of mould must be effectively cleaned to ensure that 

all spores are removed and no possibility of cross contamination into clean areas occurs. 

The contractor proposes dry decontamination procedures for all personnel, with personnel wet wiping and if 

necessary vacuuming their coveralls, gloves, helmets and RPDS with a HEPA vacuum prior to removing all 

protective clothing and equipment and disposing of them in a 200µ plastic bag. All disposable clothing is to be 

marked and bagged as contaminated waste. Breathing apparatus are to be wiped with clean iso wipes before 

exiting the decontamination room. Iso wipes are to be disposed of as contaminated waste. 

For all plant and equipment, these will be washed/wiped down prior to removing off site. 
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Airborne Mould Spore Suppression 

The negative air units will be utilised during and after the remediation process. 

 

Other dust suppression agents may be used as required. 

 

Contingency Plan for the Discovery of Additional Mould 

In the event that further contaminated materials be discovered during the removal operations (i.e. such as other 

unknown areas etc.), the following procedures will be implemented: 

1. Site management will conduct a visual inspection of the materials, recording the following aspects; 
 Location of materials – clearly mark on available site plans where possible 
 Type of material  
 Condition of material – damage etc. 
 Potential Risk – possible mechanical damage from operations, water damage etc., and 

exposure levels to personnel etc.  
2. Arrange with the Client or their representative for appropriate sampling of the material will be taken and 

recorded that is representative of the perceived extent of materials.  
3. This information will be conveyed to contract management immediately. 
4. A preliminary assessment of the exposure risk to personnel based on information will be done to 

determine the most appropriate course of temporary actions / controls to E/I/M/P the hazard to 
personnel until testing results are available.  

5. If results are positive for the presence of mould, contract management will develop a method and if 
necessary particular safety plans for the safe and effective removal of the materials identified.  

6. Contract management or the Client authorises necessary actions based on information provided.  

 

Proposed Landfill 

The contractor proposes to use a transpacific offsite bin for disposal. This company holds the necessary 

consents and permits to accept such material. 

Background / Air Monitoring/ Spore Trapping 

Tech clean will use an Bioaerosol Sampling pump and gather air samples from 4x locations: 

S09, S15, S10 and outdoor sample for control comparison. 

All samples will be sent to Biodet Services Auckland for analysis. 
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Initial Findings 

S09 IT Office 

   

 Removal of contaminated flooring and wall lining  

 HEPA vacuum and sanitize full room of contents/structure 

 

S15 Technicians Workshop 

    

 Removal of contaminated flooring and wall lining  

 HEPA vacuum and sanitize full room of contents/structure 

 

 

Stachybotrys Detected 

Cladosporium Detected 

mailto:dale@techclean.co.nz
http://www.techclean.co.nz/
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Table 1 – Mould Analysis Results – Haast Clinic 

Sample Details Microscopic Features 

4 May 2018 

#35882/1 
 

Sample type & location 

Adhesive tape sample  

 

4A.Corner waiting room, near skirting board 
 

Appearance 

Grey/Black discolouration on tape 

Stachybotrys was NOT detected. 
 
High level of Cladosporium spores present. 

 

Conclusion 

The mould is likely superficial growth in 

response to a raised relative humidity. 

4 May 2018 

#35882/2 
 

Sample type & location 

Adhesive tape sample  

 

4B. Corner waiting room wall 
 

Appearance 

Black spotted discolouration was noted on 

the tape. 

Stachybotrys was NOT detected.  
 

Discrete areas of high-level Cladosporium like 

growth.  

 

Conclusion 

The mould is likely superficial growth in 

response to a raised relative humidity. 

4 May 2018 

#35882/3 
 

Sample type & location 

Adhesive tape sample  

 

5. Storeroom, lower north wall 
 

Appearance 

Large black particulates adhering to tape. 

Stachybotrys was NOT detected. 
 

Discrete areas of moderate-level Cladosporium 

like growth and another un-identified fungus.  

 

Conclusion 

The mould is likely superficial growth in 

response to a raised relative humidity. 

4 May 2018 

#35882/4 
 

Sample type & location 

Adhesive tape sample  

 

1. Under cushions on bench seat in waiting 

room 
 

Appearance 

Particulates adhering to tape. 

Stachybotrys was NOT detected. 
 

An occasional area of high level Wallemia. 

Occasional Penicillium/Aspergillus spores, 

Cladosporium and miscellaneous spores.  

 

Conclusion 

The mould is likely superficial growth in 
response to a raised relative humidity. 



4 May 2018 

#35882/5 
 

Sample type & location 

Adhesive tape sample  

 

2.Staff and Patient toilet 
 

Appearance 

Faint greyish discolouration on  tape. 

Stachybotrys was NOT detected. 
 

Dense particulate’s with an unidentified 

dematiaceous fungus actively growing within the 

particles.  

 

Conclusion 

Likely active growth in response to a damp 
environment.  

4 May 2018 

#35882/6 
 

Sample type & location 

Adhesive tape sample  

 

3. Store room , north wall 
 

Appearance 

Greyish discolouration noted on tape. 

Stachybotrys was NOT detected. 
 

Discrete areas of moderate-level Cladosporium 

like growth and another un-identified fungus.  

 

Conclusion 

The mould is likely superficial growth in 
response to a raised relative humidity. 
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