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RE Official Information Act request WCDHB 9330 
 
I refer to your email dated 29 July 2019 requesting the following information under the Official Information Act 
from West Coast DHB. 
 

1. What discussions has the DHB had in the past year with providers about additional aged care dementia 
care in Greymouth? 

 
In 2018 a local NGO provider approached the DHB proposing to provide dementia and psychogeriatric services in 
Greymouth and the DHB provided the NGO with a letter of offer to capacity fund a number of beds to provide 
viability; however, a more detailed feasibility study by the provider demonstrated a number of issues with the 
viability of their proposal and the DHB’s offer was not formally accepted, and has since been withdrawn.  

 
2. Who were the discussions with?  
 

 
 

3. With Kowhai Manor out the picture, are there concerns over capacity on the Coast for dementia patients? 
 

We are very aware that there is lack of choice for people requiring dementia rest home and psychogeriatric 
levels of care in Aged-related Residential Care facilities close to where they and their family/whanau live. 
Kahurangi in Greymouth is our only facility providing psychogeriatric level of care and O’Conor Home in Westport 
is out only dementia level of care. 

 
We monitor bed capacity closely and have good processes in place to manage support for people needing to 
move out of the West Coast DHB district, care for while they are away, plus a prioritisation tool to assess who 
should return to any beds that become available on the West Coast.  

 
I trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the West Coast DHB 
website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Carolyn Gullery 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 
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