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RE Official Information Act request WCDHB 9332 
 
I refer to your email dated 5 August 2019 requesting information under the Official Information Act from 
West Coast DHB regarding an alleged incident at Larry’s Creek Road near Reefton on 25th July 2019 at 
approximately 12pm on the Inangahua East operational area. Specifically: 
 
1. Have you been notified of this incident by vector control services, Ospri, or the police? 
 
Yes, Community and Public Health West Coast were notified of this incident by Vector Control 
Services (VCS).  Neither Ospri nor the Police had any legal obligation to notify the public health unit of 
this incident. 

 
2. If so when were you first notified by each party? 
 
An initial email from David Priest of VCS was received on 29/07/19 and was followed by an email on 
31/07/19 providing more detailed information and a map of the helicopter flight lines. 

 
3. Please supply copies of this correspondence 
 
A copy of the emails from VCS (the first on 29/07/19 and the second on 31/07/19) and the flight lines 
map are attached as Appendix A. 

 
4. Can you please supply a copy of any correspondence or incident report supplied by CPH to other 

parties and their replies? 
 
The Medical Officer of Health requested supplementary information from VCS by email on 31/07/19 
and a response was received the same day (copy of email and response attached as Appendix B). 

 
Community and Public Health (CPH) also received an email from Ospri on 01/08/19 with information 
about Ospri’s investigation of the incident (copy attached as Appendix C) 

 
A report on the incident was sent by CPH to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) on the 
31/07/19.  A copy of the report and the EPA’s acknowledgement email are attached as Appendix D. 
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5. Can you please supply a copy of any replies or communications written or electronic to these 
incident reports from your staff? 

 
CPH staff replies and other communications are included in the email threads referred to above. 

 
6. Can I please have a copy of the consent conditions for this drop? 
 
A copy of the public health permission for this operation is attached as Appendix E. 

 
7. Can I please have a copy of the permissions document that shows all signatories to permissions 

given for this drop? 
 
It is unclear what permissions document you are referring to in this question.  Public health 
permissions have only one signatory (see attached permission). 

 
8. Can I please have a copy of any other report or communications of any other incidents that took 

place on this operation by Ospri, vector, security, or CPH staff? 
 
There were two complaints reported by persons in relation to this operation.   

 
The first was a complaint from a person that they had not been consulted about their water supply by 
the operator.  A CPH staff member made telephone contact with the complainant and then requested 
further information from the operator.  The operator apologised to the complainant and provided the 
occupants of the property with an alternative water supply.   
 
The intake for the supply was already excluded from the operational area. Copies of this 
correspondence are attached as Appendix F. 

 
Community and Public Health also received a letter from Mr Garry Howard, the Mayor of Buller, on 
07/07/19 in which he relayed complaints on behalf of some local Reefton and Blacks Point residents 
about this operation.   The Medical Officer of Health provided a response to Mayor Howard.   
 
Copies of the Mayor’s letter, the Medical Officer of Health’s response to it, responses from VCS and 
Ospri, and a letter from the EPA with the findings of their investigation are attached as Appendix G. 
  
9. A copy of the proof of pilot’s special licence/s to aerially apply this toxin? 
 
Applications for public health permission to apply VTAs do not require this information to be provided 
so this is not information that is held by the CDHB.   

 
10. Can I please have a copy of all track and road clearance logbooks undertaken in this operational 

area including the total numbers of baits and carcasses removed? 
 
Copies of these logs are attached as Appendix H.  
 
The first checks were undertaken on the 26th and 27th July. The second checks were undertaken on 
the 30th and 31st July.  VCS have advised that their staff do not keep log books of numbers of baits 
found.  Carcasses are removed from the area but are not counted or GPS way pointed. 

 
11. Can I please have a copy of the guidelines used to issue the consents for aerial application of 

vta’s? 
 
These are publicly available at https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/issuing-permissions-
vertebrate-toxic-agents-vtas-guidelines-public-health-units 

 

https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/issuing-permissions-vertebrate-toxic-agents-vtas-guidelines-public-health-units
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/issuing-permissions-vertebrate-toxic-agents-vtas-guidelines-public-health-units


Please note we have redacted information under section 9(2)(a) of the Official Information Act i.e. 
“….to protect the privacy of natural persons, including those deceased”. 
 
I trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold 
information by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the West 
Coast DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Carolyn Gullery 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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