
 

Corporate Office Telephone 03 769-7400 

High Street, Greymouth 7840 Fax 03 769-7791

West Coast District Health Board 

Te Poari Hauora a Rohe o Tai Poutini

25 November 2021 

RE Official Information Act request WCDHB 9630 

I refer to your email dated 8 November 2021 requesting the following information under the Official Information 
Act from West Coast DHB. Specifically:  

Copies of any reports, documents, memoranda, correspondence, legal advice, aide memoires, or emails, both 
internal and external discussing using a refrigerated container or refrigerated containers to respond to Covid 
deaths. 

There have been no discussions around planning for the use of refrigerated containers to respond to Covid 
deaths for the West Coast DHB. 

Note: The National Health Emergency Plan sets out the Emergency Management requirements for all DHBs. As 
part of these requirements for Mass Causality Plan we (WCDHB) are required to have plans in place for the 
management of mass fatalities.  

The West Coast DHB has, as part of our Mass Causality Plan, a Sub plan for setting up a temporary morgue site at 
Te Nikau Grey Hospital Campus (this is because we no longer operate a morgue on the West Coast). 

The Plan was been developed in conjunction with Police and Ministry of Justice and is regularly reviewed as part 
of our wider Alpine Fault Earthquake planning.  This Plan outlines how refrigerated containers would be used to 
store the body/ies of deceased people and how the West Coast DHB would support the Police DVI (Disaster 
Victim Identification) Team and the coroner.  

Currently the West Coast DHB has no intention of activating this Plan, and we have not placed any order for 
containers. We have attached an excerpt from the WCDHB Major Incident Plan Section B – Mass Fatality 
Deceased Plan as Appendix 1. 

I trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 

Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the West Coast DHB 
website after your receipt of this response.  

Yours sincerely 

Tracey Maisey 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 

9(2)(a)



APPENDIX 1

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

KathlS
Highlight



RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT


	WCDHB 9630 Response 25-11-2021
	Appendix 1 excerpt



